but sometimes a hand would be impatiently thrust forward
through the first row to put down a stake. Even from the third
row people managed to seize chances of poking forward their
stakes; consequently every ten or even five minutes there was
some "scene" over disputed stakes at one end of the hall or
another. The police of the Casino were, however, fairly good.
It was, of course, impossible to prevent crowding; on the con-
trary, the owners were glad of the rush of people because it was
profitable, but eight croupiers sitting round the table kept a
vigilant watch on the stakes: they even kept count of them,
and when disputes arose they could settle them. In extreme
cases they called in the police, and the trouble was over in an
instant. There were police officers in plain clothes stationed
here and there among the players, so that they could not be
recognised. They were especially on the look-out for thieves
and professional pickpockets, who are very numerous at the
roulette tables, as it affords them excellent opportunity for
exercising their skill. The fact is, elsewhere thieves must pick
pockets or break locks, and such enterprises, when un-
successful, have a very troublesome ending. But in this case
the thief has only to go up to the roulette table, begin playing,
and all at once, openly and publicly, take another person's
winnings and put them in his pocket. If a dispute arises, the
cheat insists loudly that the stake was his. If the trick is played
cleverly and the witnesses hesitate, the thief may often succeed
in carrying off the money, if the sum is not a very large one,
of course. In that case the croupiers or some one of the other
players are almost certain to have been keeping an eye on it.
But if the sum is not a large one, the real owner sometimes
actually declines to keep up the dispute, and goes away shrink-
ing from the scandal. But if they succeed in detecting a thief,
they turn him out at once with contumely.
All this Granny watched from a distance with wild curiosity.
She was much delighted at a thief s being turned out. Trent?
et qMroMte did not interest her very much; she was more
pleased at roulette and the rolling of the little ball. She evinced
a desire at last to get a closer view of the game. I don't
know how it happened, but the attendants and other officious
persons (principally Poles who had lost, and who pressed their
services on lucky players and foreigners of all sorts) at once,
and in spite of the crowd, cleared a place for Granny in the very
middle of the table beside the chief croupier, and wheeled her
chair to it. A number of visitors who were not playing, but